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Bishopstoke & Fair Oak                    

Independent                                           
Spring 2021   

Thanks to local residents, 

options B & C deleted from 

Local Plan; victory for 

Bishopstoke and Fair Oak 
Thanks to everybody who 
opposed Eastleigh Borough 
Council’s destructive plan to 
build over 5,000 houses in 
the north of Bishopstoke and 
Fair Oak, the independent 
Planning Inspector has told 
the council to delete this 
part of the Local Plan.   
 
“We told the Council over 
and over again that the plan 
was not based on evidence 
and that it would be 
destructive for wildlife and our community.  The campaign 
Against Destructive Development (ADD) did an amazing 
job demonstrating the problems to the Planning Inspector 
and we are so relieved that she listened.” Cllr Gin Tidridge. 
More on page 2-3… 

Hello from 
Bishopstoke's 
independent 
councillors 

So much has 
happened over the 
last year. Due to 
covid19, we delayed 
our newsletters. But 
we’ve got good news 
about the Local Plan 
as well as updates on 
what we’ve been up . 

Cllr Gin Tidridge      
Cllr Lou Parker-Jones 
Cllr Ray Dean           
Cllr Johanna Francis 
Cllr Anne Dean 

 

Planning & The 
Planney p.4-5 

Make our roads safer 
for children p.6 

Community news p.8 

Airport news p.10 

How to get in touch 
p.11 

Local Elections 6th May: Do you want to make a difference for the 

community? Could you stand as a Councillor? 
If you would like to know what it is like being a candidate or what to do to stand as 

a candidate we’d love to talk to you. This year Bishopstoke Parish will have 
elections for 15 councillors (5 wards with 3 councillors). The more passionate, local 

people who chose to stand, the better our community will be.   
Don’t forget you can sign up for a postal vote to stay safe. 
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Local Plan timeline 
December 2015: Eastleigh Borough 
Council (EBC) published its “Issues and 
Options” document, showing Options B 
and C that would build over 5,000 
dwellings in the north of Fair Oak and 
Bishopstoke, in its proposed Local Plan 
2016-36. 

March 2016: Local residents, deeply 
concerned about Option B & C, from 
Bishopstoke, Allbrook, Fair Oak, Colden 
Common and surrounding areas launch 
the campaign Action Against 
Destructive Development (ADD).  

July 2017: EBC makes Options B and C 
an integral part of the Local Plan.  The 
Woodland Trust, CPRE the countryside 
charity, Campaign for Better Transport 
and the Angling Trust are amongst the 
organisations stating concerns. 

December 2017: five Councillors, 
including the Mayor, resign from the 
Eastleigh Liberal Democrat group citing 
major reservations about the Local 
Plan. 

 

Bishopstoke LibDems VOTED to building over our countryside 
In December 2017, all 3 of Bishopstoke's LibDem Councillors, Anne Winstanley, 
Victoria Parkinson and Trevor Mignot, voted for the Local Plan with the “Strategic 
Growth Option” (SGO) to build over 5,000 dwellings north of Bishopstoke and Fair 
Oak in a full council meeting.  Residents may have read that they no longer support 
building on countryside for the 10 year life of the Local Plan.  Let’s hope that’s a 
typo and they meant for the next 100 years!  

In May 2018, all three Bishopstoke LibDem Borough Councillors lost their seats to 
the Bishopstoke Independents. 

December 2017: Local Plan is passed by 
full Council despite members of the 
public and parish councils explaining 
how destructive it would be for the 
community and wildlife. 

Summer 2018: EBC sends the Local 
Plan to the Planning Inspectorate. 

December 2019: Planning Inspector 
holds hearings at Botley Grange Hotel.  
ADD, Bishopstoke’s Independent 
Councillors, The Woodland Trust and 
many other organisations explain their 
concerns.  EBC is challenged to show 
evidence supporting its decisions. 

April 2020: Planning Inspector informs 
EBC that because of lack of evidence, 
the Strategic Growth Option (SGO, the 
part of the plan that proposed  the 
5,000+ house development and road to 
link the development to the B3335 at 
Highbridge) should be deleted from the 
Local Plan. 

2021: EBC will consider the revised 
Local Plan (minus the SGO) at a full 
council meeting to resubmit to the 
Inspector.   
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What happens next? 
Although the SGO has been deleted 
from EBC’s Local Plan 2016-36,  
planning legislation requires that it is 
revised within 5 years of the date of 
adoption.  EBC has already stated that 
revision will commence towards the 
end of 2021. 

EBC may attempt to include the 5,000+ 
dwellings in the north of Fair Oak and 
Bishopstoke in their next Local Plan.   

We cannot afford to be complacent.  
The South Hampshire Green Belt 
project (p.5) may help, but we all need 
to look out for future threats. 

“It is heartening to see the Inspector 
listened to the evidence and the views 
of local people when the council clearly 
didn't. I am delighted our countryside 
has been protected, being able to walk 
in the woods and fields during 
lockdown has been of great benefit to 
people's mental and physical 
wellbeing, and if the SGO had gone 
ahead, we wouldn't have been able to.“  

Mark S, Mitre Copse 
"We are so relieved that the Inspector 
understood the importance of retaining 
the unique woodlands and countryside 
environment around Fair Oak and 
Bishopstoke. The proposed over-
development of inappropriate, poorly 
located housing in this unique area 
would have been absolutely disastrous 
for our ecosystems, wildlife and 
habitats, and the long term 
sustainability of our villages, not to 
mention the horrific impacts of the 
additional traffic, air pollution and 
pressure on local infrastructure." 

Helen R, Mortimers Lane, Fair Oak  
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Bow Lake Gardens Play 
Area 
Back in the summer, Eastleigh Borough 
Council opened a fabulous new play 
area in the new housing development 
near Breach Lane.   

Better planning is needed 

It is frustrating to see community 
facilities left unused after a new 
housing development has been 
finished.   

In Bishopstoke, the allotments and 
cemetery at The Chase have not been 
handed over from the developer to the 
Borough Council.  This is due to 
concerns that the developer has not 
finished preparing the sites. 

At Bow Lake Gardens, new allotments 
have only just been handed over.  The 
Council will then wait for a full year 
before handing over them to the 
Parish Council for use in case there are 
any problems e.g. soil contamination. 
Facilities that should be assets to our 
community are left unused and have 
been subject to vandalism This is 
unacceptable. 

At New Year, a sewage leak at The 
Chase was not responded to quickly, as 
it was not clear whether Southern 
Water or the developer was 
responsible. 

We are pushing the Council to plan 
better with developers so that facilities 
are available for use by the community 
before housing is sold on a new estate.  
We want clarity over who is 
responsible for what.  

And we want the Council to appraise 
every new development to learn what 
could be done better in the future. 

Spend developer 
contributions in the area 
impacted by development 

Eastleigh Borough Council has a large 
fund from developer contributions. This 
is what will fund the much needed 
rebuild of Bishopstoke's Memorial Hall 
and many other projects. 

We are campaigning for some of the 
funds from Fair Oak’s Pembers Hill 
development to be spent on Stoke Park 
Woods.  Over lockdown, visitor 
numbers soared causing damage that 
we would like to see repaired.  Our 
woods are within walking distance of 
Pember’s Hill. 

But Eastleigh Borough Council want to 
spend money instead at Itchen Valley 
Country Park—in West End. 
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Renovating the Planney 

The strip of woodland between Edward 
Avenue and the Dartington Road estate 
has been neglected for many years.  Trees 
have started to fall down, making the area 
unsafe.  In spring, a large tree fell, 
damaging the allotment fence.  There has 
been fly tipping of garden waste in the 
wood. 

Cllr Lou Parker-Jones has been working 
with an arborist and Eastleigh Borough 
Council to give this wood some much 
needed care to make better habitats for 
wildlife and for the community.  Many 
local residents wanted to get involved, so 
a new volunteer group will be set up: 
“Friends of The Planney”.  The work has 
been funded from developer 
contributions.  

Want to visit the Planney but not sure 
where it is? 

The Planney is an important tree corridor. 
Its footpath acts to link Stoke Park Woods/
Sewall Drive Bridleway to the Lloyd. You 
can reach the Planney from Edward 
Avenue or Church Road. 

Supporting South Hampshire Green Belt 
CPRE, the countryside charity, is campaigning for a new green belt to “provide vital 

access to the countryside for people living in the larger towns and cities of 

Eastleigh, Fareham, Portsmouth, Romsey, Southampton and Winchester, and 

restrict the further sprawl and merging of these urban areas.” The charity 

commissioned research calculated the benefits to health, wellbeing, economic and 

ecosystems could equate to almost £26M per year.  Cllr Gin Tidridge succeeded in 

getting Eastleigh Borough Council to state its support for this project that could help 

to protect the countryside north of Bishopstoke from future damaging 

development.  Find out more about this project at cprehampshire.org.uk . 
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Stoke Park schools: still no 
warning lights 

We were pleased to see the school 
crossing patrol restart on Underwood 
Road following pressure form 
concerned parents.  

We pushed Eastleigh Borough Council 
to make the road safer for pupils 
arriving and leaving. Parking restrictions 
are now in place at school drop-off and 
pick-up times, improving visibility.  

But there are still no yellow warning 
lights. You would expect to see lights 
outside a school to warn drivers to look 
out for the crossing. But there are no 
lights, despite this stretch of road being 
used as a commuter short-cut. 

This is Hampshire County Council’s  
responsibility and we continue to 
encourage the Council to take action. 

Safety should come first 
on Allington Lane, Sandy 
Lane and Underwood Road 

As work starts on One Horton Heath, 
the large development east of 
Allington Lane, residents are becoming 
increasingly concerned about safety. 

Children cross this busy road on their 
way to Wyvern Campus daily. It has 
always been one of the most 
dangerous parts of their journey and 
we are concerned that construction 
trucks and the longer term increased 
commuter traffic will make it worse.  
We need a proper crossing urgently. 

Cllr Lou Parker-Jones is campaigning 
for a new crossing here as well as 
supporting the residents pushing for 
crossings on Sandy Lane and 
Underwood Road.   

Lou has also highlighted the need for 
the mobile speed signs to be placed at 
the top of Sandy Lane, close to the 
junction with Hardings Lane.  

Printed by Bluetree Design & Print Ltd, Unit A Brookfields Park, Manvers, Rotherham, S63 

5DR  on behalf of Lou Parker-Jones,  Ray Dean, Anne Dean, Johanna Francis and Gin Tidridge:  

Bishopstoke Independents, The IncuHive Space, Mayflower Close, Chandler’s Ford Industrial 

Estate, Eastleigh, Hampshire, SO53 4AR  

“Our roads need 
to be safer, 
especially busy 
junctions which 
children have to 
negotiate on a 
daily basis.”  

Cllr Lou Parker-
Jones  
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Supporting  Bishopstoke 
Parish Council’s 
measures for our        
community  
Independent parish councillors     
supported Bishopstoke Parish 
Council’s decisions to freeze burial 
fees and to give primary school 
children in receipt of free school 
meals a shopping voucher at 
Christmas as part of the covid-19 
response.  

“We also pushed for the Parish 
Council precept to be frozen for 
2021.  It felt inappropriate to be  
increasing Council Tax at a time 
when so many are struggling.”       
Cllr Gin Tidridge 

Bishopstoke Park 
Permissive Paths 
Residents have contacted us to ask 
about the Permissive Paths at 
Bishopstoke Park that give everybody 
the chance to walk across the former 
historic parkland close to The Mount.  
As more of us discover the paths, some 
are worried that the landowner could 
withdraw permission and close the 
paths in the future. 

The paths are specified as part of 
Bishopstoke Park’s planning permission 
in perpetuity.  If the landowner wants 
to close one of the specified paths, 
permission is needed from Eastleigh 
Borough Council.  If a path is closed 
without this permission, the Council can 
take action. 
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Remembrance 2020 
Remembrance events took place with      
restricted      
numbers this 
year and the 
British Legion’s 
poppy sellers 
unable to sell in-
person.  

Ways were 
found to         
remember 
those who lost 
their lives in the service of our country 
with poppies in windows, on gates, on 
the bandstand and even on a fence on 
Alan Drayton Way.  We marked the 2 
minute silence on both Remembrance 
Sunday and on 11th November on our 
doorsteps. 

If you’d like to make a donation to the 
British Legion, call the charity on 0345 
845 1945 or take a look at their       
website: britishlegion.org.uk. 

Rob’s Hampshire Pub 
Walks 
Bishopstoke resident Rob Byrne has 
been videoing virtual guided walks all 
starting from Hampshire’s pubs with 
insights into local wildlife and history. 
The Facebook group has already got 
1,400 followers and more than 500 
people have viewed the videos on 
youtube! Our favourites are the Bow 
Lake Loop and the West Horton Wet 
Wood Loop. 

Eastleigh Community 
Aid 
In March, Josh Constable and Adam 
Ford set up a Facebook page that 
evolved into a Community Group 
‘Eastleigh Community Aid’ (ECA, 
matching volunteers with residents in 
Eastleigh, Bishopstoke and Fair Oak 
who needed help with shopping,      
prescriptions or simply a friendly chat.  
Shielding, queues for shops and        
lockdown restrictions made simply 
getting by a challenge for many people. 

Cllrs Gin Tidridge and Lou Parker-Jones 
coordinate volunteers and rotas for 
ECA’s helpline. 

Cllrs Ray Dean and Anne Dean sourced 
and delivered party food to a number 
of local care homes for VE Day                
celebrations in May. 

Thanks so much to all of you      
helping those who need assistance 
during this difficult time.  



 9 

 

Community Contacts 

Eastleigh Basics Bank  

Our local food bank.  

Open for stock donations 10-3pm   
Tuesdays & Thursdays.  

Unit 6G, Wells Place, Eastleigh SO50 5PP  

eastleighbasicsbank.co.uk  

07563 609994  

office@eastleighbasicsbank.co.uk 

OneCommunity 

Supporting vulnerable people across the 
Borough, recruiting volunteers and      
co-ordinating between charities. 

1community.org.uk  

023 8064 1202                                        
info@1community.org.uk  

Hampshire Coronavirus Support and 
Helpline  

0333 370 4000 (calls charged at local 
rate.) The helpline is open 9am to 5pm 
weekdays.  

Eastleigh Borough Council Support  

023 8068 8000                                         
coronavirus-support@eastleigh.gov.uk  

Eastleigh Community Aid  

help@eastleigh-aid.uk 

www.eastleigh-aid.uk  

All details are as known at time of print and 

every effort is made to ensure they are cor-

rect. Promotion of an organisation does not 

imply support for Bishopstoke Independents 

or vice versa.  

Travel Tokens 

Bishopstoke Parish Council offers travel 
tokens to use with taxis and dial-a-ride. 
Find out if you might qualify by          
contacting the Parish Council on    
02380 643428  or emailing                  
tokens@bishopstokepc.org  

Citizens Advice Eastleigh 

citizensadvice.org.uk  

admin@citizensadviceeastleigh.org.uk   

0800 144 8848   

Digital inclusion 
Whether it’s been access to                
information about shielding and        
prescription deliveries, virtual GP      
appointments or access to education, 
covid19 has highlighted how              
dependent we are becoming on       
internet access. 

Cllrs Gin Tidridge, Ray Dean and Lou 
Parker-Jones have asked Eastleigh    
Borough Council to look into how those 
without a computer or smart phone 
can be supported.  We want the    
Council to look into skills training,              
confidence building and equipment. 

At the last Council Meeting, the Council 
Leader agreed to work with us to work 
on this crucial issue. 

mailto:office@eastleighbasicsbank.co.uk
mailto:info@1community.org.uk
mailto:coronavirus-support@eastleigh.gov.uk
mailto:help@eastleigh-aid.uk
https://eastleigh-aid.uk/
mailto:tokens@bishopstokepc.org?subject=Tokens%20link
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Airport runway 
extension update 
The airport’s planning application to 
extend the runway is scheduled to  be 
considered by the Local Area Committee 
for Eastleigh Town Area.  The date has 
been delayed a number of times as the 
airport has been asked to do more work 
on noise and other impacts. You can find 
the details and link on eastleigh.gov.uk. 

Bishopstoke and Fair Oak are not part of 
this Local Area and therefore your ward 
councillors have no say in this crucial 
decision.  Cllr Lou Parker-Jones did ask 
for planning decisions of this scale to be 
taken by full council instead, but this 
request was rejected by the Council. 

We remain concerned about impacts to 
the climate as well as noise and air 
quality for Bishopstoke and Fair Oak 
residents. We feel that the decision 
should not be taken only by Eastleigh 
town area councillors.  

Southampton City Council and 
Winchester City Council are opposed to 
the extension on environmental 
grounds. 

Bin Calendars are 
back—along with 
Food Recycling 
Food recycling was suspended for much 
of 2020 due to concerns about the 
safety of the Councils waste operatives.  
We were so pleased to see it return with 
better safety procedures.  Collections 
have been changed as part of the 
Council’s review—do look out for the 
new schedule that should have arrived 
in the post. 

And we are pleased to see that after 
much feedback from us, the printed 
calendar is back.  The easier it is to work 
out what is collected and when, the 
more likely we all are to maximise our 
recycling.  
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How to Contact Bishopstoke’s Independent Councillors 

Please get in touch about any problems or ideas. Sadly, we can’t have our 
drop-in sessions due to covid19. We really missed our regular get togethers 
with you all. Thank you to everyone who has taken the time to contact. We 
would love to hear from you if you have anything you’d like to raise.   
 

Website:  bishopstokeindependents.org 

Lou Parker-Jones 
Borough and Parish Councillor 
louise.parker-jones@eastleigh.gov.uk  

023 80 613013  

@Lou_ParkerJones @LouisePJ 

Ray Dean 
Borough Councillor 
ray.dean@eastleigh.gov.uk  
023 80 647841  

Gin Tidridge 
Borough and Parish Councillor 
gin.tidridge@eastleigh.gov.uk  
07484264478  

@runnybun @gintidridgeindependent  

Anne Dean 
Parish Councillor 
anne.dean@bishopstokepc.org  
023 80 647841 

Johanna Francis 
Parish Councillor 
johanna.francis@bishopstokepc.org   
07734 035233 

Listening to 
you is so    
important.   
As independents, 
we do not follow 
party lines, there is 
no whip! We    
campaign together 
on the subjects we 
feel are of most 
importance to our 
community.  Your 
priorities are our 
priorities. 

Although we     
cannot currently 
hold our drop-in 
sessions, please do 
contact us. 

Our new mailing 
address:              
Bishopstoke       
Independents, The 
IncuHive Space, 
Mayflower Close,            
Chandler’s Ford 
Industrial Estate, 
Eastleigh,       
Hampshire, SO53 
4AR  
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Thank you for reading our leaflet.  And yes, this leaflet can be recycled.  

Responsible Campaigning:                  

Putting Community Safety First 

“We take community safety very 
seriously. As Bishopstoke’s 
independent councillors we took the 
decision last March to not undertake 
activity that we felt might compromise 
local residents. We stopped our 
newsletters and our drop-in surgeries. 

We know how difficult many of you 
have found the last year. We continue 
to place people before politics. 

In January, the Government 
stated “restrictions do not support 
door-to-door campaigning or leafleting 
by individual party activists.”  These 
restrictions are being lifted on March 
8th but we will only start delivering 
our newsletters with the help of our 
fabulous volunteers when we feel it is 
safe to do so. 

We still feel that face-to-face contact, 
knocking on hundreds of doors is 
inappropriate and unsafe during the 
pandemic.  We have shared our 
concerns with Paul Holmes MP. But we 
would really like to hear from you so 
please do phone, email or write to us: 
our details are on page 11.”        

Cllr Gin Tidridge                                      
Cllr Lou Parker-Jones                              
Cllr Ray Dean                                                    
Cllr Johanna Francis                                       
Cllr Anne Dean 

How we are campaigning               
responsibly: 

• Please email, write or phone us if 
you’d like to discuss anything. We 
are not knocking on doors, but we 
would really like to hear from you.  

• And do let us know if you are able 
to help us in any way. We really 
appreciate all support and 
assistance. 

• We use social media (see page 11) 
and have relaunched our website:                                     
bishopstokeindependents.org  

• This newsletter is being delivered 
by a local company who are 
following workplace covid19 
guidance. 

• We support the Coalition for 
Reform in Political Advertising, 
campaigning for transparency. 

We really need your support , 
especially as we are taking this 
stance. 

Photo taken in 2019 


